


PREFACE 


This essay on the origin of the Bengali Script was 
originally written by me in my mother tongue at the 
suggestion of the late Aeharya Ramendra Sundara Trivedl, 
Pi incipal of the Ripon College, who to my great regret 
has not lived to see its publication. Principal Trivedl 
intended to publish this essay in the Journal of the Bahgiya 
Sahitya Pari sad, of which learned Society he was the 
Secretary and one of the founders. At the suggestion of 
the Hon’ble Justice Sir Asutosa Mukhopldhyaya, Sarasvatl, 
Sastra-Vaehaspati, it was translated into English and 
submitted with Principal Trivedl ’s consent for the University 
of Calcutta Jubilee Research Prize which was awarded to 
me in 19X3, The publication of this work was undertaken 
by the University of Calcutta at the direction of the 
Hon’ble Justice Sir Asutosa Mukbopadhyaya, Sarasvatl, 
Sastra-Vaehaspati, Kt., C.S.I., M.A., D.L., Ph D., D.Sc., 
etc., then Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

I am indebted to my teacher the venerable Pandit 
Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Prasada >§Sstri, M.A., C.I.E., 
formerly Principal of the Government Sanskrit College, 
Calcutta, and now President of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, and Dr. D. B. Spooner, B.A,, Ph.D., F.A.S.B., 
formerly Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, Eastern 
Circle, and now Officiating Director General of Archaeo- 
logy in India, for many corrections and valuable sugges- 
tions. My friend Mr. Surendranath Kumar has helped me 
greatly by translating portions of works in German and 
French for my use. My pupil Prof. Kalidas Nag, M.A., of 
the Scottish Churches College, Calcutta, has revised the 
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type-written manuscript twice and has corrected many of the 
proofs. My thanks are due to S 3 . Hemehandra GosvSmi, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, Gauhati, Assam, for 
pointing out the modern Bengali inscription recording the 
dedication of the image of Amratabesvara at KamakbyS 
near Gauhati in Assam. To my friend Pandit Vasanta 
Rafijana Raya Yidvadvallabha Kaviraujana, the Custodian 
of the manuscript collection of the Bangiya Sahitya Parisad, I 
owe a deep debt of gratitude. Mr, Raya has enabled me to 
complete the history of the development of the Bengali 
Script by collecting transitional and final forms from the 
manuscript of Candidasa’s Krsna Klrttana, discovered by him 
in Bankura, a task which I could never have succeeded in 
completing without his aid. I am indebted to the Council 
of tlie Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Executive 
Committee of the Bangiya Sahitya Parisad for permission 
to photograph and reproduce certain pages of a manuscript 
of the Bodhicharyavatara of fWideva, written in 1492 
Y. E., and of the Krsna- Klrttana of C’andldasa. 

Pooka, ) 

20th August, 1919. ) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 


J. The airangement. 

In an essay on the origin and development of the’ 
Bengali script, one must necessarily follow the steps of the 
late Hofrath Dr. Georg Biihler, the father of the science 
of Indian Paleography. Though Burnell's work on the 
subject was published long ago, the accuracy of the 
narrative and the scientific arrangement of Buhleris work 
have made his claim to the title indisputable. His Indische 
Palaeogmphie was published in 189(1, as a part of the 
Grunting* tier ia/lo-tiriseken Phibdngie und Jltertum&hmde, 
organised by that indefatigable publisher, Dr. Karl J. 
Tnibner of Strassburg. The work, as a matter of 
coutse, was short and concise, and dealt with the develop- 
ment of Indian alphabets up to the ISth .century A. X).. 
The development of the alphabets, from B. C. 350 to 600 
A. D., is clearly described in this work. But after that 
period, lack of materials obliged the learned author to 
consider the development of the Northern alphabet as a 
whole, and not according to its varieties. The discoveries 
made during the last sixteen years have rendered it possible, 
to take up that work now. The arrangement followeclin 
these pages is mainly that of Dr. Biihler's from the dawn 
of the historical period to the 6th century A. D., but is" 
different with regard to the subsequent periods. In latter 
periods, more attention has been paid to .specimens, 
fiom North-Eastern India, and the latest discoveries a,dded 
to the list of epigraphs, have been analysed. . Thus, the 
inscriptions on the railing-pillars at Bodh-Gaya have -been 
placed in their proper position in the chronological older 
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according to the new light thrown on them. In the Gupta 
period, the addition of a new variety of the alphabet is 
now possible, owing to the discoveries of the remains of 
ancient Indian civilisation in the deserts of Central Asia. 
Fresh discoveries have also made it possible to trace the 
gradual displacement of the Eastern variety of the 
Northern alphabet by the Western one, in the 5th and 6th 
centuries A. D., and to determine the exact epoch of the 
final displacement. Finally, new materials have faeilitated 
the determination of the type specimens of each variety, in 
each particular century, with a nearer approach to 
accuracy. 

From the 7th century onward, it has been found 
impossible to follow the arrangement in Dr. Biihleris woik, 
as the development of the Eastern variety from 600-1100 
A. D. has not been clearly shown there. In the following 
pages, the alphabets of the North-Eastern inscriptions of 
the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. have been separately 
analysed. In the 8th century, we find three different varieties 
of the alphabet in Northern India, or more strictly four, 
if we count the alphabet of Afghanistan, which is as yet but 
little known. The Western and Afghanistan varieties were 
developed from the old Western variety, while the Cential 
and Eastern varieties were evolved out of the old Eastern. 
The Eastern variety lost ground and its Western boundary 
gradually receded eastwards. The development, of the 
Eastern alphabet only, has been followed in these pages. 
It has become possible to show, that proto-Bengali forms 
were evolved in the North-East, long before the .invasion 
of Northern India, by the Nagaii alphabet of the South- 
west, and that Nagaii has had very little influence upon 
the development of the Bengali script. The chronology 
of the Pala dynasty of Bengal, and specially their relations 
with the Gurijara-Pratiharas have been -settled from 
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synchronisms, and a detailed discussion of the subject 
will be found in my monograph on the Palas of Bengal 1 

It is evident that NarayanapSla preceded MahendrapSla 
and Magadha, specially the Western portion of it was 
included for sometime in the Empire of the Gurjjara- 
Pratiharas. The establishment of this sequence is of the 
utmost importance, as it enables us to treat the analysis 
of Pala records, which are dated in the majority of cases 
m regnal years, with more confidence. 

With the introduction of the Nagari script in the 
10th century, the Western limit of the use of the Eastern 
alphabet was still further reduced. In the Uth' century, 
we find that, there is very little similarity between the 
alphabet used in Benares and that used in Gaya. The 
piogress of the changes lias been very rapid, and we find 
the complete proto-Bengali alphabet in the Uth century 
A.D. In the 12th century, we find further changes, which, 
make the formation of the modern Bengali alphabet 
almost complete. The final development of certain letters, 
such as i, ca and are not noticeable until after the 
Muhammadan conquest. The dearth of records of the 
13th and 14th centuries A.D., both manuscript and 
epigrapkic, makes it impossible to follow the develop- 
ment of these letters in this period. The shock of the 
Muhammedan conquest paralysed Eastern India, from 
which it never recovered entirely. The blow stunned 
literature, prevented its growth during the first two 
centuries after the conquest, and a partial revival was 
made only in the 15th century. The revival received a 
fresh impetus from the Neo-Vaisnavism of Caitanya and 
his followers. With the paralysis of literature, the 
development of the alphabet also stopped. Very few 


1 Memoirs of tlie Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. V, Pfc. Ill, 
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according to the new light thrown on them. In the Gupta 
period, the addition of a new variety of the alphabet is 
now possible, owing to the discoveries of the remains of 
ancient Indian civilisation in the deserts of Central Asia. 
Fresh discoveries have also made it possible to trace the 
gradual displacement of the Eastern variety of the 
Northern alphabet by the Western one, in the 5th and 6th 
centuries A. D., and to determine the exact epoch of the 
final displacement. Finally, new materials have facilitated 
the determination of the type specimens of each variety, in 
each particular century, with a nearer approach to 
accuracy. 

From the 7th century onward, it has been found 
impossible to follow the arrangement in Dr. Buhler’s woife, 
as the development of the Eastern variety from 600-1100 
A, D. has not been clearly shown there. In the following 
■pages, the alphabets of the North-Eastern inscriptions of 
the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. have been separately 
analysed. In the 8th century, we find three different varieties 
of the alphabet in Northern India, or more strictly four, 
if we count the alphabet of Afghanistan, which is as yet but 
little known. The Western and Afghanistan varieties were 
developed from the old Western variety, while the Cential 
and Eastern varieties were evolved out of the old Eastern. 
The Eastern variety lost ground and its Western boundary 
gradually receded eastwards. The development, of the 
Eastern alphabet only, bas been followed in these pages. 
It has become possible to show, that proto-Bengali f corns 
were evolved in the North-East, long before the invasion 
of Northern India, by the Nagari alphabet of the South- 
West, and that NSgarl has had very little influence upon 
the development of the Bengali script. The chronology 
of the Pala dynasty of Bengal, and specially their relations 
with the Gurjjara-Pratlharas have been -settled from. 




INTRODUCTION 


3 


4 A 


synchronisms, and a detailed discussion of the subject 
will be found in my monograph on the Palas of Bengal 1 

It is evident that NarayanapSla preceded MahendrapSla 
and Magadha, specially the Western portion of it was 
included for sometime in the Empire of the Gurjjara- 
Prafclharas. The establishment of this sequence is of the 
nfcmost importance, as it enables us to treat the analysis 
of Pala records, which are dated in the majority of cases 
in regnal years, with more confidence. 

With the introduction of the Nagarl script in the 
10th century, the Western limit of the use of the Eastern 
alphabet was still further reduced. In the 11th century ^ 
we find that, there is very little similarity between the 
alphabet used in Benares and that used in Gaya. The 
progress of the changes has been very rapid, and we find 
the complete proto- Bengali alphabet in the 11th century 
A.D. In the 12th century, we find further changes, which 
make the formation of the modern Bengali alphabet 
almost complete. The final development of certain letters, 
such as i y ca and n a, are not noticeable until after the 
Muhammadan conquest. The dearth of records of the 
13th and 14th centuries A.D., both manuscript and 
epigraphic, makes it impossible to follow the develop- 
ment of these letters in this period. The shock of the 
Muhammedan conquest paralysed Eastern India, from 
which it never recovered entirely. The blow stunned 
literature, prevented its growth during the first two 
centuries after the conquest, and a partial revival was 
made only in the 15th century. The revival received a 
fresh impetus from the Neo-Vaisnavism of Caitanva and 
his followers. With the paralysis of literature, the 
development of the alphabet also stopped. Very few 


1 Memoirs o£ the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Yol. Y, Pc. Ill, 
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changes have, indeed, been made in the Eastern alphabet 
from the 12th century A.D. down to the nineteenth. 
Such changes, as are noticeable, were made during the 
15th and 16tb centuries, and have been illustrated by the 
alphabet used in two Mss. written in Bengali : — 

(1) Santideva’s B o dhim ry avatar o., copied in Yikrama 
Samvat 1492 (1435 A.D.), discovered by MahSmabo- 
padhyaya Haraprasada f astrT, C. I. E., in Nepal and 
purchased by lum for the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
(No. G. 8067.) The complete colophon of this ms. has 
already been published by me in my monograph on 
Saptagrlma. 1 

(2) Candtdasa’s Ersna-Ki rttana, a new work dis- 
covered by Pandit Yasantarafijana. Raya, Vidvadvalliibha, 
the Keeper of the ms. collection of the Vahgiya-Sabitya- 
Parisad, Though the material is paper, the script makes 
it impossible to assign the ms. to any date later than the 
14th century A.D. 

The completely developed alphabet has not changed 
at all during the 17th and 18th centuries A.D. In the 
19th century, the vernacular and classical literature 
received a fresh impetus, as the result of the contact with 
the West, but the alphabet ceased to change. Its forms 
were stereotyped by the introduction of the printing press, 
and it is not likely that in future it will change its forms 
in each century. 


J3. The limits of the use of the Eastern Variety. 

Prom the beginning of the Empire of the Mauryas 
till the downfall of the Imperial Guptas, Allahabad and 
its immediate neighbourhood formed the western 
limit of the use of the Gupta alphabet. The western 


1 „ T . A. S. B. (X &), Vol. V, p. 253, 
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limit is the most important on e, as this "was the only 
limit which changed its position. Upon the formation 
of a Western variety in the lx ovth -Eastern alphabet, 
this limit gradually receded eastwards. In the 8th 
century, Benares formed the eastern boundary of the 
Western variety, "but in the beginning of the 11th century, 
we find that the limit has receded further East. In the 
12th century, both varieties were being used in Magadha, 
as is shown by the Govindapur Stone Inscription of the 
fiaka year 1059, 1 and the Bodh-Gaya Inscription of Jayac- 
candra. 2 * After the Muhammadan conquest, the Western 
variety gradually spread itself over the whole of South 
Bihar or Magadha, and the use of the Eastern variety was 
confined to the western limits of Bengal proper. The 
use of the Eastern variety, however, lasted in Magadha 
till the 14th century, when we find it in votive inscriptions, 
on flag-stone? in the court-yard of the Great Temple at 
Bodh-Gaya, s and in a new inscription discovered by 
Mr. Lai Bihari Lai Singh, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, Bihar. The Gay a-Pra/; itUmaJies vara temple 
inscription of V. S. 1257 and the Umg3 Hill inscription of 
Bhairavendra 4 (V. S. 1496 = 1439 A.D, ) show that 
NSgarl had entirely displaced the Eastern variety in 
Magadha. 

In the north the snowy mountains formed the 
northern limit. But in the north-east the Bengali 
alphabet was adopted in Assam, where not only in the 
Kamauli grant of Yaidyadeva, but also in other 
inscriptions, Bengali characters have been exclusively 

1 Bpigraphia Indica, Vol. II, p. 333 

1 Memoirs, A S. B , Vol. Y, pi. xxxv. 

8 Gmmingtu.m’a Arctaologioal Survey Reports, Vol. I, PI, II, 
Nos. 1 & 2, 

4 J- A S. B, (N. S-), Vol. IT, p. 29, 
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used. Ia the Assam plates of Vallabhadeva of the 
l3aka year 1107 — 1185 A.D. 1 we find archaisms; which 
lurked in the backwoods of civilisation. Ia the east the 
Bengali script was also being used in Sylhet, where similar 
archaisms are to be met with in the Sylhet grants of 
Kesavadeva 3 and Isanadeva. 3 In the south the 
Bengali script was used throughout Orissa. We find the 
proto-Bengali script in the Ananta VSsudeva temple 
inscription of Bhatta Bhavadeva at Bhuvanesvara, and 
the modern Bengali alphabet in the grants of the Ganga 
Kings Nrsimhadeva II 4 and Nrsimhadeva IV. e 
The modern cursive Odiya script was developed out of the 
Bengali after the 14th century A. D. like the modern 
Assamese. 


’ Eplgraphi a Indiea, Vol. V, p. 183, 
1 Proceedings, A. S. B., I860, p. 148. 
1 3 JUd, p. 152. 

t 1 J. A S. B , 1896, Pt. I, p. 235 

J 5 ll%d, 1895, Pr. I, p 136. 
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CHAPTER il 

The Northern Indian Alphabets (3.C. 350— A,D. 600), 

A. The Older 2Iait,rya Alphabet. 

Leaving aside the various theories about the origin of 
the ancient Indian alphabet, we turn to examine it as 
it has been found to exist at the beginning of the historical 
period. It is sufficient for the purpose of the present 
article that Dr. Bidder recognised the antiquity of the 
Indian Alphabet hi Asoka’s time. “ The existence of so 
many local varieties, and of so very numerous cursive forms, 
proves, in any case, that writing had had a long history 
in Asoka’s time and the alphabet was then in a state of 
transition/’ 1 The alphabet is also recognised to be “ a 
script framed by learned Brahmans for writing Sanskrit.” 2 
The earliest Indian inscription is the record on the 
Piprawa vase discovered in 1898. It can be proved on 
palseographical grouuds that the forms of Brahmi 
letters used in incising this record are older than 
those of Asoba’s inscriptions. The vases found in 
the Stupa at Piprawa contained according to one 
authority the relic (Sarira) of Buddha himself, 3 and 
according to another, those of his kinsmen of the oakya 
clan. 4 It has been surmised that the stupa was raised 
over the relics of the Katyas, who were slain by 
Viruclhaka, King of Kosala, during the life-time of Buddha 


1 Biihltsr’s Indian Palaeography (Eng. Ed ), p 7. 

s Ibid, p 17. 

5 J R. A. S. t 1898, p. 388. 

+ J. H. A, S., 1905, p. 680. 
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himself, Consequently the date of the Piprawa inscrip- 
tion must lie either in the 5th or the 4th centuries B.C. 
Palaeograpliical evidence fully supports this conclusion : 
the archaic forms of the Brahml alphabet found on the 
Persian ngloi , which went out of the general use in 
Asoka J s time, are found to have been used in the inscrip- 
tion. An analysis, of the characters of this inscription, 
would be out of place here, as it does not properly belong 
to the Eastern variety of the Maurya alphabet. It 
Serves to indicate the upper limit of the use of the alphabet 
of this peiiod. The lower limit has been fixed by Biihler 
at 200 B. C. 1 The seals, found by Cunningham at 
Patna, 2 3 which according to Buhler belong to the period 
when Brahuri was written bouskopliedon (/Sororpo^TrSov), 
were really seal-matrices, like the Rohtasgadh. Rock 
seal-matrix of the MnhasaniaatadMpati Sasanka. 8 

B. Varieties of the Older Maurya Alphabet. 

In 1898, Buhler admitted the existence of two 
distinct varieties of this alphabet, viz . — • - 

(a) the Northern : to he found in the rock-edicts at 
Kalsi, the pillar-edicts at Allahabad, Raclhia, Matlra, 
Nigliva, Paderia and Rampurwa, the minor rock-edicts 
at Bairafc, Sahasram, the inscriptions of the ' Barabar 
caves and Safici and Sarnath pillars ; 

(iV) the Southern : to be found in the-rock edicts at 
Girnar, Dhauli and Jaugada and the minor rock-edicts at 
Siddapura, 

Buhler already noticed the existence of varieties, at 
this period, in the Northern Maurya alphabet. “Even 


1 Indian Palfflogrrphy (Eng. Ed.), p 33 

5 Cunningham's Arch, Survey Report, Vol XV, PI. Ill, 

3 Fleet’s G-upta Inscriptions, p, 383, PI. xliii B, . “ 
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the writings in the northern versions are not quite 
homogeneous. The pillar edicts ot Allahabad, Mathia, 
Nighva, PaderiS, Kadhia, and liumpurwa form a very 
closely connected set, in which only occasionally minute 
differences can be traced, and the edicts of Bairat Iso. I, 
Sahasram, Barabar and Sanei, do not differ much. A 
little further off stands the Dhauli separate edicts (where 
Edict VII has been written by a different hand from 
the rest), the Delhi-MirSt edicts and the Allahabad 
Queen’s edict, as these show the angular da. Very 
peculiar and altogether different is the writing of the 
rock-edict of Kiilsi, with it, some letters on the coins ot 
Agatbocles and Pautaleon (but also some in the -Jaugada 
separate edicts), agree. Perhaps, it is possible to speak 
also of a North-TVesteru variety of the older Maury a 
alphabet .” 1 * * 

Thus Biihlei’ distinguishes three different sub-varieties 
in the Northern Maurya alphabet. According to their 
geographical distribution, they may be classified as 
follows — 

(a) The Noith-Eastern — found in the Allahabad, 
Radhiu, Matlna, KSmpurwS, Nighva, Pad cm and the 
SSrnath pillar edicts. The Earthen seals found at 
PStna 5 (seal matrices bearing the inverted inscriptions 
Narad ay a and Agapalaba) as well as that found by 
Cunningham at Bodh-Gaya 8 (. ilokhuUnam ) belong to this 
period . 

(b) The North-Central — found in the rock-edicts at 
Bairat and Sahasram, the pillar-edicts at banci and Delhi 
and the cave-inscriptions at BarSbiar 


1 Ibid' p. 34 

J Cunningham' a A rehvological Survey Eep., Vol XV, PL III. I, 2. 

' Crroninghaai’a Mahaboslhi, PI. XXIV, p, 1. 
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(c) The North-Western. — represented hy the characters. 
o£ the Kalsi rock-edicts and the letters on the coins of 
the Greek kings Agathoeles and Pantaleon. 

In this paper we are concerned only with the North- 
Eastern variety, of the older Maurya-alphabet, and such 
inscriptions of the Northern Central variety as are to he 
found in North-Eastern India. A detailed description of 
the older Maurya alphabet would also he oat of place heie, 
as it is not yet possible to improve upon Dr. Bidder's 
admirable description of it. Consequently, one has to 
remain content, simply with the noting of the peculiarities 
of the alphabet as found in different inscriptions. Among 
vowel signs the onlv letter to be noted is the initial 7 which 
has been found in one of the inscriptions on the ladings 
around the great temple at Bodh-Gaya, where Biihlei 
reads JctHgimitam for Imdaytmitasa read by Cunningham. 1 
But in reality, the characters of this inscription belong to 
the younger Maurya alphabet, as shown by Bloch. Among 
the consonants the form of I'hi found m one of the inscrip- 
tions at Bodh-GayS,- with a triangle as its base, should be 
noted, but this inscription also, belongs to the youngei 
Maurya alphabet. The only instance of rut, among the 
inscriptions of this period, is to be found in the mason's 
marks on the pillars of Buddha's walk, inside the temple 
enclosure at Bodh-Gaya. Chi with two loops, one on each 
side of a vertical straight line, instead of a circle divided 
into two unequal parts, have also been found among the 
mason's marks on the pillar-bases of Buddha’s walk. The 
usual form of ja , is the Northern form with a loop or a dot. 
Other letters do not call for special attention but forms of 
the test letters ya, h, m and Jut may be noted. The form 
of ya is essentially the Northern one, which Bidder calls 


1 Makabodlii, PI. V, Nos. 9 and 10 
J Ibid, PI. X, No. 5, 
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the “ notched y«.” The form of In is generally cursive. 
One important exception is to be found, in the extremely 
cursive form, used in the Jaugatja sepaiate edicts, which is 
essentially the same to be found m the Eastern variety of 
the Early Gupta alphabet of the 1th and 5th centuries 
A.D. The position of the Jaugacja edict is somewhat 
peculiar. The edicts of Dhauli and Jaugacja, though rele- 
gated to the Southern lariety of the older Maurya 
al])habet, stand in an intermediate position. rt The 
Southern variety is most strongly expressed in the Girnar 
and Siddapura edicts, less eleaily in the Dhauli and 
Jaugada edicts by differences in the sign' for a, a, Thu, 
ja, ma, ra, m, the medial i, and the ligatuies with ra” x 
Most probably, the cursive forms of ft ? and la, found in the 
Jaugada separate edict 0 , were imported ftom Northern 
India, as will he seen later on. In the North-Eastern 
variety, the usual form ot ha is also cursive. The extremely 
cursive form of this letter, in the Jaugada separate edicts, 
is peculiar and an importation from the North. 1 2 This 
statement is corroborated by the discovery of a slightly 
different cm sive form in the Allahabad separate edicts, line 
1 in the word muhaniaUt. 


V. The Yov tiger Matnya Alphabet. 

• 

The last eight columns, of Plate XI of Biihler’s tables, 
represent the younger Bralmii alphabet of Northern India. 
The letters are taken from six series of inscriptions — 

(0 ^ ie Nagarjuni cave-inscriptions of Dasavatha, 
ea. -200 B.C. 

C'O The inscriptions on the Tor a nan, railing-pillars 
and cross-bare of the Bharlmt Stupa, ea. 150 B.C. 


1 lud Paleeo. (Eng Bd ), p, 34 

- Burgess, Stupa oi Ainaravatl, p 12o. 
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(in) The cave inscriptions at Pabhosa in the United 
Provinces, c%. 150 B.C. 

(tv) The oldest inscriptions from MathurS. These 
letters are principally taken from the oldest inscriptions 
discovered by Dr. A. Fiihrer during the excavations at 
Kaiikall Tila, but the most ancient inscription from the 
district of Mathma was discovered by Cunningham at 
Parkham. This inscription is incised on the base of 
a mutilated image of Yaksa, at present in the Archaeolo- 
gical Museum at Mathura 1 . Most probably its characters 
belong to the younger Maurya alphabet. 

(v) The Hatbigumpha inscription of Kharavela of 
Kalinga, ca. 180 B. C. 

(rf) The Nanag-hat inscriptions of the Andhras, 
na. 150 B. C. 

Among these, only the Nagarjnnl cave-inscriptions 
of DasSaratha can be said to belong to the North Eastern 
variety. During subsequent years one other group 
has been added to the above list : 

(nil) The inscriptions on the railing-pillars around 
the great temple at Bodh-Gaya. The late Dr. Theodor 
Bloch drew attention to the fact that ‘The older part of 
the Bodh-Gaya railing wes put up m the middle of the 
2nd century B. C., about 100 years after the time of 
A§oka’V 2 The cave-inscriptions of Dasaratha are about 
half a century older than those on the railing pillars at 
Bodh-Gaya The following points are worth noting on the 
alphabet of the cave inscriptions • — 

(1) the form of /<r closely resembles, that of the 
extremely cursive one, found in the Jaugar/a separate edicts 
(see ante p. 1 4) ; 

1 Cunningham, A. S B , Yol XX, p 43. PI VI ; Vogel, Cat of 
Arch ITusetrai at ITathui'a, 1910, p. 83, C I 

2 Annual Kep Arch, Rurve yof India, 1908-9, p. 14t 
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(2) Ihe form of lingual sa is peculiar and resembles 
the form found in the Kaisi edicts, probably, it was the 
precursor of the looped lingual sa found in Eastern India 
in the 4th or 5th centuries A.D. ; 

(3) the form of ha is primitive and resembles that 
of the Siddapura edicts ; 2 

(4) the form of m shows an advance — the upper hook 
has been lengthened to form, a slightly slanting second 
horizontal line, 

The form of the remaining letters in Column XVII . 
of Plate IT of Buhler’s work does not call for remarks. 
The inscriptions on the railing-pillars and cross-bars 
at JBodh-GayS exhibit further changes, though they were 
incised only about fifty years after Dasaratha’s time : — • 

{'-t) « shows two forms. In the word Amoghas t the 
first letter is decidedly of southern appearance 1 {e.g. PI. 
II, Col. VIII, 1.)- the other form is to be found in the 
various inscriptions of the noble lady Knrangi and 
resembles that used in the HalhigumphS inscriptions 
(PI. II, Col. XXI, 1); 

{h) ka has invariably the dagger-shaped form which 
was current up to the end of the 6th century A.D. and 
was formed by the elongation of the vertical line of 
the older Maurya form, cf. ka in TabapanaJca 2 , 
Kur&ngiye 3 , Sakapntras a 4 , Cetika* ; , — 

{c) kha occurs once only, m Boilnrakhtam 3 where 
it resembles the form used in the oldest inscription in 
Mathura ( PL II, Col. XX, 10) ; there is a very slight 
difference between these two forms, the Eastern variety 
form as found in the Bodh-Gaya inscription, being . 
slightly longer than that of the Western variety; 

1 Miller's Indian Paleography, p. 36. * Ibid, PI. X, 4—7, 9—10. 

2 Cunningham’s Mahabodhi, Pi X, 2. 3 Ibxd, PI. X, 3. 

5 raid, PI. X, 10. - Ibid, FI. X, 9, 10. 3 Ibid, PI. X, 3, 
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(d) gu occurs several times in the name Knrangi 1 
where it has two varieties — (1) cursive as in PI. X, p. 4 
and (2J the angular as in PI. X, (3-7 ; 

(&) glia also occurs only once in Amogham - ; its 
appearance shows great change, though it resembles one of 
the forms used in the Kiilsi edicts (PL II, Col. 3-12); it is, 
on the whole, different from the form to be found in the 
North-Eastern variety of the early Maurya alphabet; 

{/) ra occurs twice in Cetihu , 1 * 3 hut its form does not 
show much difference from that of the older Maurya one; 

(g) two forms of ja are to he found in those inscrip- 
tions: — (z) one form resembles the ja in Biihler’s PL II, 
Col. X, 15, while (w) the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one with a dot in place of the central loop ; 

(Ji) ta resembles the southern form in Buhler's Pl. II, 
Col. VII, : l ! 6 and the usual form of later Brahml inscriptions, 
(i) da occurs in all of the inscriptions discovered on 
the pillars, copings and cross-bars of the Bodh-Gaya railing, 
and resembles the angular form of the older Maurya 
alphabet (Buhler PL II, Col. V-VI, 23); 

(?) d/ia occurs once only m Bodhirakfiifasa; there is 
no change in the form of this letter from the 3rd century 
B.C. till the 10th or 11th century A. D. , 

{(•:) net also occurs in all of the inscriptions from Bodh- 
G-aya and its base line shows no curvature at all, 
proving that these inscriptions cannot be placed later than 
the Sind century B. C. ; 

(7) pa shows a greater degree of change ; m all cases 
of its occurrence, it shows two well-formed right angles, at 
its lower extremeties ; ef. Tahapauahasti , 4 Bakaputraaa, 
JivHpid.rd.ye, 5 Pdjdr.dtige, Jivdputraye and Pasada e . 


1 Ibid, PL X, 4— 7. 9— 10. 

5 Ibid, Pi. X, 2. 

3 Bnd, PI. S, 9, 10 


4 Ibid, PI. X, 3. 

3 Ibid, PI, X, 9. 

‘ Ibid, PL X. 10. 
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(m) the form o€ ha shows no change; 

(«) two forms of ma have been found in these inscrip- 
tions : — (1) ma with a circle at the lower part and a semi- 
circle over it, as in Amot/ha^ and fi£) ma with a triangle at 
the lower part and a right angle over it, as in Mitrusa 1 2 ; 

(o) two forms of pa also are to be found . the first 
form is the notched one, which is to he found on the coping 
inscriptions only, 3 and the second form, that with the 
curve below, is to be found in pillar-inscriptions 4 ; 

(jj) ra is always represented by a curved line ; 

(q) v a shows the formation of a triangle at its base in 
the place of the circle , 

(r) two forms of the dental s a are to be found : 
on one of the inscribed cross-bars, we find a slight curve to 
the left, attached to the lower extremity of the lower hook, 
e£. m in Jmoghasa ; the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one, where in some cases, the elongation of the 
lower hook, marks a slight modification ; 

(.<;) ha has been found only once in the inscription 
recently discovered by the late Dr. Bloch, where it occurs in 
a ligature. The form of this letter, in the word BroJimamitra° 
is extremely cursive and shows that this hooked foim is 
peculiar to the eastern variety of the older alphabets of 
Northern India ; 

(/) The newly discovered inscription has supplied a new' 
letter ~ia which is to be found in the first word in ratio, 
and resembles the form in the Bbarhut and the Pabhosa 
alphabets with a downward elongation of the left vertical 
line. 


1 Ibid, PI X, 2 ’ Ibid, PL X, 9 — 10- 

1 Ibid, PL X, 9— 10 * Ibid, Pl, X, 4— 7 

5 Annual Rep. Arch. Survey of India, 1908—09, p. 247. 
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No inscription, which can safely be assigned to the 
1st century B. C. or A. D., has been found anywhere in 
North-Eastern India, except at Sarnath. The records 
which can be assigned to the 1st century B. C. are very 
few in number : 

(i) Inscription on the upper side of the lower horizontal 
bar of the stone-i ailing surrounding the old stupa in the 
south chapel of the main shrine 1 2 , The second half of the 
inscription only, is of earlier date, the first half belonging 
to the second century A. D. (not the 3rd or 4th as Messrs, 
Konow and Marshall imagine). The date of the second half 
also has not been correctly given. It is impossible to 
assign it to the 2nd century B. C. The shortening of the 
verticals in pa and ha, as well as the curvature in the base 
line of na, indicates that the record must be assigned to the 1st 
eentury B. C, 

(m) rr Wheu clearing the south chapel, the top of a 
stone railing became visible above the door * * * 

a short votive inscription on one of the stones, places the 
erection of the railing in or before the 1st century 
B.C/’ 3 Here also the second part of the inscription only 
can be referred to the first century B.C. This part 
consists of the word “Parigaketavam i \ 

{in) Inscriptions on the pillars of a railing around a 
votive stupa. 3 The first of these inscriptions (No. Ill) 
probably belongs to the 2nd eentury B .C. The probable 
reading is ; — Sihaye SahijateyikeLye thahho. The second 
inscription (No. IV) has been very badly preserved. The 
fac -simile shows : — 

1. .,.niya Sonatle ( va ). 


1 Annual Report of tie Archeological Survey of India, 1906 — 07, 

p. 96, No. IV, 

2 Ibid, 1904-5, p. 68, PL XXXII, No. IX. 

2 Ibid, VI, XXXII, Nob. Ill and IV, p. 102. 
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i. T&alho ilana (vi). 

<f The pillar -gift of Sonadeva (Si-uniarlet,n) of... /’ 

Inscription No. II winch ends with the word “ Danam 
f/utOko undoubtedly belongs to the early Maurya period 
of the 3rd century B. C. 

(>,?•) Inscription on a rail stone (? cross bar) : — 
Bkarimi/e Htthaih Yafei/ifcu (ye ) 1 — the gift of Vateyika with 
Bharini. Tins inscription also belongs to the 1st century 
B.C., as indicated by the form of medial ; and the short- 
ening of the verticals in yn. 

(t ) Inscription of the king Asvaghosa, the year 40. 

incised on the pillar of Asoka 5 ’ “ 

•rparigeyle rajna Asuigl/o^tasyu chafarihe Savachhare 
Itematapnkhe praihavie tin use damme ." 2 3 Certain words 
following the above record, have been read by Dr. Vems 
as follows : Sutiihage 4, 200, 9A Drs. Fleet and Vems 
hold that this date should be referred to the Mcilava- 
Tikraiuu era and arrive at 111-151 A.D. as the date of 
Asvaghosa. If Drs. Fleet and Venis be correct, then it 
shall have to be admitted that. Kanaka, Hun aka and 
Taswtlera reigned in the latter half of the second and 
third centuries A.D., because in a treatise on Palaeography, 
it is impossible to admit, that the group of Kusana 
inscriptions, came before those of Ahvnghom, the Kmtrapas 
Birhiji%)ia and Sodlsa, and the archaic inscriptions from 
Mathura. 

(c/) Fragmentary inscriptions of the time of 
Asvagho a • — 

1. Rajfnt Asraglto^s (xijcl) 


1 Ibid , 1606-7, p 60. No. II, P). XXX. 

2 Ep Ind Yol, VHI, p. 111. 

3 J. JR. A S., 1912, pp. 701-707- 
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2. Upnla he mu, (mtupakhe ?) 1 

The principal characteristics of the above inscriptions 
from SSmSth are : — 

(t) total absence of any difference from the forms of 
the characters of the 1st and 2nd centuries B. C. found in 
North-Western India ; 

(a) consequently we find the general shortening of 
vertical lines, angularisation of curved strokes, and in the 
ease of medial vowel signs, cursiveness of the angular forms 
of the older Maurya BrShml. 

J). Kv.fiana Inscriptions. 

Under the above title the inscriptions of i he great 
Humana Kings, Kaniska, Huviska and Yasudeva are to be 
considered, the dates in whose inscriptions are generally- 
taken to he Saka dates. 2 At present two theories are 
current about the dates used in the inscriptions of the 
Kusana kings mentioned above. 

(«) That the dates in the Kn ana ineriptions should 
be referred to the Malava-Vikrama era which was estab- 
lished by Kaniska in the year 57 B. C. The expounders 
of this theory hold that the inscriptions of the Satraps 
Sodasa and Rafijuvnla fall after those of Kaniska, 
Huviska and Vasudeva in the chronological order. Tbi's 
fact cannot, for a moment, be considered to be true, in a 
paper on Palaeography. 

(U) That the dates in the Kusana inscriptions should 
be referred to the l§aka era, which was founded by 
Kaniska in the year 78 A.D. In the following pages I 
have adopted this theory, which was started by Oldenberg 


1 Bp. Tnd., Vol., Vlir , p. 172. 

- Butler’s Indian Palajograpbj- (Eng. Ed.), p. 40 and Ind, 
Ant . Yol XXXVII, p 25 


1 
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and Pergusson, adopted by JJubler and Rapson, defended 
by myself and finally accepted by Mr. V. A. Smith . The 
inscriptions of the Ku ana period (1st and 2nd centuries 
A D.) are more abundant in North-Western India. On 
this point Biihler says : “ The next step in the develop- 

ment of Brahnri of Northern India is illustrated by the 
inscriptions from the time of the Kusutia kings Kaniska, 
Huviska and Vasuska-Vasudeva, the first among whom 
made an end of the rule of the older Sakas in the 
Eastern and Southern Punjab The inscriptions with 
the names of these kings which run from the years 4 to 
98 (according to the usually accepted opinions, of the 
$aka era of A.D. 77-7S, or of the 4th century of the 
Selukid era) are very numerous in Mathura and its 
neighbourhood, and are found also m Eastern Rajputana 
and m the Central India Agency (Sanei).” 1 * 3 

In subsequent years a number of inscriptions have 
been discovered in North-Eastern India, which can 
without doubt be referred to this particular jtenod . — 

(z) the Bodh-Gaya Fragmentary inscription on the 
diamond throne (?> ajrascuia) ;‘ J 

(ii) the Sarnath Umbrella-staff inscription of the 
3rd year of Kaniska 

{Hi) the inscription on the base of the Bodhisattva 
Image dedicated in the 3rd year of Kaniska; 4 

(iv) the inscription at the back of the Bodhisattva 
image of the 3rd year of Kaniska ; 5 


1 Ibid. 

5 Cunningham’s Mahabodhi, p 58. 

3 Epi. Tnd., Vol Till, p. 176. 

♦ Ibid, p. 179. 

6 Ibid. 
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( v ) inscription on the pedestal of an image of 
Bodbisattva. from Sahet Mahet (the aneieut Sravasti) ■ 1 * 

(m) inscription on an umbrella-staff, now in the 
Indian Museum, probably found in the ruins of Sahet 
Mahet ; 3 

( vii ) inscription oil the pedestal of an image of 
Bodbisattva found at Sahet Mahet;" 5 

(mil) fragmentary inscription on a fragment of a 
sculpture discovered at Ra^agrba (Raj gw), in the P&tna 
District; 4 

(dr) fragmentary inscription on the pedestal of an 
image discovered at Piajagrba ; 5 

The records of the 1st century A.D. fall into two 
distinct and separate classes. — 

I. The Eastern variety of the Noiik-Indian Alphabet 
of the Kusana period, earhe? variety. All the inscriptions 
enumerated above belong to this class. Six years ago, 
I stated, that inscription No. VIII belongs to the class 
of Epigraphs known as inscriptions written in the 
Northern- Ksatrapa alphabet, but now I agree with Dr. 
Vogel in calling them by the new name " Early Knfd'ilaE 
Inscription No. I. is by far the oldest inscription of the 
Kusana period, discovered up to date, in North-Eastern 
India. It was incised on the edge of a slab of stone, 
which is at present lying under the Bodhi tree, at Bodh- 
GayS. 6 It was in a very bad state of preservation 


1 Arch, Survey, Rep , Vol I, p 339 f ;JB A S„ N S . Vol. V, p. 192 
J. A S. B , IS9S, p. 274 and Bp. Ind , Tot. TUI, p. 179 
= Epi. Ind , Vol IS, p. 290. 

* Annual Rep Arch Survey of India, 190S-9, p. 133 
4 Ind., Ant , Vol. XXXVIII, p. 49. 

3 Annual Rep Arch. Survey of India, 1D05-6, pp 105-6. 

0 Cunningham’s Mahabodhi, PI. X, ii ; XIII and XIV. 
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at that time and has since suffered much from the weather. 
When I examined the stone m 1906, I found that the 
fragmentary inscription, was almost illegible. The use of 
the broad-hacked sa, the shortening of the verticals in 
pa, and the ma in which the lower part is invariably 
triangular in form, show that the Inscription belongs 
to the earlv Ku ana period. Yet, the doubtful ya in the 
opposite corner of the inscription, which is archaic in 
form, proved that the reeoul must be referred to a period 
slightly earlier than those, in which the later, fully 
developed tripartite form of ya is found to be used. 

II. The Ea^eni variety of Ihe Korth-Imlian Alphabet 
of the Kamna period, later variety. No inscription, 
which can be safely referred to this class, has been dis- 
covered as yet m any part of North-Eastern India. 

The principal characteristics of the earlier variety 
of the North-Eastern Kusana alphabets are : — 

(V) the use of the broad-backed ha — iht.nda.sca and 
Saca$tiye (L. 2. Sravasti image-inscription, Indian 
Museum' 1 , tl.indnsca (L. 7), SHvastiye (L 8) of the 
Indian Museum umbrella-staff inscription, Slvad/iar- 
asyii., Stavaita (L. 1), k uesalu, hhv yah n'salam, and 8iva- 
mitrena (L. -3) of the new Bodhisattva image-inscription 
from SShet Mahet, iiakyomam, on the fragmentary 
sculpture from Rajgir; Indrahin and P aniliusahka ( L, 2) 
in the inscription on the newly discovered pedestal from 
Rajgir : 

(u) the lingual set, angulai in form in which the 
cross-bar does not leach the left vertical line . Ko tiisktu-ya 
(L. 1), bMksnsya, Tasya (L. 3), yayty and pratmihcLpUo 
(L. 4), k sulrupem (L. 8), paritia (L. 9) of the Sarnatli 
Umbrella-staff inscription, pratisthapito (L. 1), faatra- 
pend, mahaksttfmpena and Vanasparem in (L. 2) of the 
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and (in) tlie Western variety — angular monumental 
type. 1 

In the light of later discoveries, especially the import- 
ant finds of the British and Prussian expeditions 
into Central Asia under Sir Mare Aurel Stein, Gninwedel 
and others, the Northern Indian alphabet of the 4th and 
5th centuries A. D., should be divided into the following 
varieties — 

1. The Eastern variety : specimens — 

( 2 ) the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudra- 
gupta, 

(«) the Udayagiri eave-insenpition of Candra- 
gupta II, 

(iu) the Gadhwa. fragmentary inscriptions of the 
times of Candragnpta II and Kumaragupta I, 

(ir) the Bhanaidaha grant of Kumaragupta I, 

(r) the Mankawar inscription of Kumaragupta I, 

(i i) the Bihar pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, 

(cir) the Ivosarn image-inscription of Bhimavarman, 

(riii) the Kahaum pillar-inscription of Skanda- 
gupta. 

2, The Western variety ; specimens — 

(/) the Mathura inscription of Candragupta II, 

(it) the Sane! inscription of Candragupta II, 

(in) the Bharadi Dih or Kaiamdanda inscription of 
Kumaragupta I, 

(n) the B hi tan pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, 

(v) the Indore grant of Skandagupta, 

(ri) the Eiiin pillar-inscriptiou of Budhagupta. 


1 Ibid 
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3. The Southern variety : specimens — 

($) the Bilsad pillar-inscription of Kumaragupta I, 
(it) the Gangdkar inscription of Yisvavarman, 

(«>’) the MandaSor inscription of Kumaragupta I, 
and Bandhuvannan, 

(z'r) the Vijayagadh inscription of the Yavdhegm 

(u) the Vijayagadh pillar-iuseviptiou of Yunuvar- 
dhana, 

(n) the GimSr (Jvmagad) Rock inscription of 
Skandagupta. 

4). The Central Asian variety : specimens — 

(i) the Bower Manuscript, 

(uj numerous other manuscripts written m the 
Central Asiatic variety of the Gupta alphabet 
discovered by the British and German expedi- 
tions. 


/. The Eastern Variety. 

Twenty-one years ago, five years before the publication 
of Dr. Burner’s work on Indian Palaeography, Dr. A. b\ R. 
Hoernle recorded the following observations on the 
Indian script of the 4th and 5th centuries A. D. : “ There 

existed at the time of the Gupta period two very distinct 
classes of the ancient Nagari alphabet, North Indian and 
the South Indian. The test -letter for these two great 
classes is the character for m. The Northern class of 
alphabets, however, is again divided into two great sections 
which, though their areas overlapped to a certain extent, 
may be broadly, and for practical purposes sufficiently, 
distinguished as the Western and Eastern sections. 
The test letter in this case is the cerebral sibilant 
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ska (sa ) ,J 1 This classification was also adopted by the 
late Dr. Bidder, who added two more test letters : 
la and ha. “ The differences between the Eastern and 
Western varieties of the so-called Gupta alphabet appear 
in the signs of la, #a and hi. In the Eastern variety, 
the left limb of la is turned sharply downwards : 
cf. the la of the Jaugada separate edicts. Further the 
base stroke of m is made round and attached as a 
loop to the slanting central bar. Finally the base 
stroke of ft a is suppressed, and its hook, attached to the 
vertical, is turned sharply to the left, exactly as in the 
Jaggayyapeta inscriptions. In the "Western variety these 
three letters have the older and fuller forms.’' Another 
test letter, of the Eastern alphabet of this period, is the 
dental sibilant sa. In the inscriptions of the Eastern 
variety, this letter always has a loop at the end of its left 
vertical line instead of the customary curve or hook, cf. 
the form of the letter m the Allahabad pillar-inscription of 
Samudragupta. This form of sa has also been found 
in the inscriptions of the Kusuna period, discovered in 
Mathura. The Kaukalitila inscription of the 25th year, 
shows that, m that inscription, all cases of sa, have this 
form . - 

The characteristics of the epigraph ie alphabet of the 
4th and 5th centuries A.D. have already been discussed, at 
length by Dr Buhler. I * 3 It will only be necessary to trace 
the history of the development of the Eastern variety in 
the following pages. In 1891, Dr. Hoeinle perceived that, 
“in India proper, the North-eastern alphabet gradually 
came to be entirely displaced by the North-western 
alphabet, in comparatively very early times. This 


I J i S. B , 1891, Pt. I , i>. 81 

II TDpi Tnd , Vol. 1, p 384, No v 

1 Bulilw’g Indian Palaeography, Bug Bd . p. 4", 
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displacement must Lave been in progress dining the earlier 
part of the sixth centuiy A D anil must have been com- 
pleted about 580 A D, for in 588 A.D , we ahead}' find 
inscriptions in Budh-Gaja (inscription of Mahanaman, 
Fleet, p. 274), which show an exclusive Noith-'Y’estern 
character. There is not a single inscription known, so 
tar as I am aware, about and after 000 A.D., which 
show the distinctive marks of the old North-Eastern 
alphabet Tins statement will have to be examined 
m the light of later discoveries made dining the last 
two decades — 

(/) The DhSuaidaha grant of Kumaiagupta I, G.E. 
113 = 4-32 A.D. 5 ' 

(u) The Mathura Jaina mi age -inscription ot the time 
of Kumar&gupta I, G.E. 113 = 432 A.D. 3 

(ut) The Karamdanda image-inscription of KumSra- 
gupta I, G.E. 117 = 436 A.D. 4 * 

(ir) The Amauna plate of the Maharaja Nandana, 
G.E. 232 = 531 A.D. 6 

ft’) The Patiakella grant of the Maharaja khvaraja ; 
G.E. 283 = 602 A.D. 6 

. (n) The Ganjam grant of the time of Maharaja- 
dairSja Sa^ahka, G.E. 300 = 619 A.D. 7 

(m*) The. M unbesvari inscription of Mahasamanta 
Mahapratihara Maharaja l dayasena, the Har-a year 
30 = 630 A. DA 

‘JiSB, 1891, Pc. I, i> 82 

s J A. S B. (N.S.), Ynl V, p 459 

3 Epi Tud , Vol. II, p 210 So XXXIX 

‘ J. A S B (S T .!S ), Vol V, p 457, and Ep Itid , Yol X p ill 

• Ibid, p. 49 and J V S B. Yol Y, >Y S p. 164 

* Epi lad,, Yol. IX, p. 235. 

Epi, Ind., Yol VI, p 341. 

Ibid, Yol IX, p 2S9. 
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{pu t ) The Puri grant of Sainyabhlta-Madhavaraja II. 3 

(tx) The Pariknd grant of Madhya, maraja, ;he Harsa 
year 88 = 694, A.D. 2 

The Eastern variety of the epigiaphie Alphabet of 
Northern India of the 4th and 5th centuries A.D did 
merge, as "Dr. Hoernle has observed, into the Western 
variety. Inscriptions, discovered after the publication 
of Dr. Hoernle’s article, show the gradual changes in the 
epigraphie alphabet of the 5th and Ctb centuries A.D., 
and tend to prove that this change is already in evidence 
m the first half of the oth century. This displacement of 
the Eastern variety of the alphabet of this period by the 
Western must have been completed before the end of the 
first half of the 6th century. 

The Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudragupta 
shows the fully developed form of the Eastern variety 
and the test letteis can be observed here to their best 
advantage. The next inscription, in the chronological 
order, in which the Eastern alphabet has been used, is the 
Udayagiri eave-insciiption of Caudragupta II, on which 
Dr. Biihler observes “ The fact that Fleet’s No. 6 is found 
far west, near Bhilsa in Malva, may be explained by its 
having been incised during an expedition of Caudragupta II, 
to Malva, at the command of his minister, who calls himself 
an inhabitant of PStaliputra.” 8 Next we come to two new 
inscriptions both of which were incised in the year 111? of 
the Gupta era— 432 A.D. — 

(i) The Mathura Jaina image-inscription. 

(if) The Dhanaiclaha grant. 


1 J. A. S B . 1604, Pt. T, v 284. PL VI. 

2 BafLgTya-SXhitya-Panfiafl-Patnka, Vo] XVI, p. 1S5, also Epi. Ind, 
To] XI, p 281. 

1 Buhler’s, Indian Palaaograpliy, Euy. Ed , p, 4(5 
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As both o£ these records mention Kumaragupta I by 
name, so there cannot be any doubt as to their pioj er date. 
The Mathura insenptk'ii shows the topical four's, of the 
Western variety. 1 In the Dhanaidaha giant of Kuinara- 
gnpta I, we find — 

(/) in all eases, the looped foim of the dental 
sibilant sit, has been used, 

(u) m all cases, the looped toini ot the lingual 
sibilant m, has been used, 

(fit) in all cases, the hooked foim of ha, has been 
used, 

(iv) in the majority of oases the hooked foim of la 
has been used. In one solitary instance the 
Western variety form has succeed fed in re- 
placing the older one, i ?c — Fakhatana (?) in 
L. 8. 2 

But m a stone-inscription in wised sixteen years later, we 
find Eastern variety forms of ,«</, sa and ha m all cases. In 
the M ankuwtir insiiiptiun ot Kun.Siagujita I, ne see 1 hat 
•aa, sa and ha have not changed in the jeai 120 Gr. E. = 448 
A D The discrepancy may be explained thus. The cur- 
ies t script of a country, as found on copper-plates, generally 
shows a moie advauced form than that of the Epigraphic 
alphabet, found in stone-inscriptions. Copper-plates, in 
ancient India, should be taken to belong to the same class 
of records, as paper manuscripts or papyri of other countries. 
The forms of the alphabet used in them should be distin- 
guished from the forms used in epigraphs proper. Twelve 
\ ears later than the date of this inscription, we find the 
Eastern forms of set, w, la and ha still persisting in all 
cases, in the Kahfuini pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, of 

1 Epi Ia-l., Voi II, p 210, Ko XXXIX 

■USB (N. S ), To] PI. XX, p. 461. 
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G-.E. 141=460 A JD. Butin an undated inscription of the 
same king, we see that the Western hums are gradually 
taking the place of Eastern ones. In the Bihar pillar- 
inscription of Skandagupta, the first half of the record 
shows uses of Eastern foims m the majority of eases ■ — 

I. la — (?) fulyu, (a) af.vhjah (L 1), (m) atnlyn 
(L. 3), (n) ittawlala'iri (L. 5), (r) ryTilamhi 
(L. 7), (n) loiau. (L. 9), (in) ka(a (L. 11) 

II. hi — (?) hi haiy/i (D. 4), (it) yrltam (L. 8); 

Only iu one instance we find a Western variety form, 
vij ; — tnjrahar? (L. 13). But in the second half of the 
record, we find that the Western variety form of ha has 
in variably been used, m all cases. In the second half of 
this record there are two instances of hi : — (?) hdali (L. £8) 
and miill'ikd (L, £9) , hat as the facsimile given in Dr. Fleet’s 
work is incomplete and does not contain these lines, it is not 
possible to compare the forms of hi used in the second half 
of the inscription with those of the first half I have found 
that the Bihar pillar-iuseription has suffered much from 
exposure iu the weather, aftei the publication of Dr. Fleet's 
work, and at present it is not possible to get a clearer, and 
more comjdfete, inked impression than the one taken 
for Dr. Fleet. On the clear evidence of the Bihar inscrip- 
tion of Skaudagupta, we have the fact that Western 
forms were replacing the Eastern ones iu the alphabet of 
North-Eastern India in the first half of the 5th century 
A.D. The Bali grant of Lak-mana, of the Gupta year 
158^ = 477 A.D., shows no form, in the alphabet used, 
which lias any lesemblanee to those of the Eastern 
variety. The Pah grant should be mcluded among North- 
Eastern inscriptions, instead of North-Western ones, as 
it was found about thirty miles from ■ Allahabad 


1 Epi. Ind. Vol it, i> 303. 
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I _ Ifi , 4v be» fhentioned that the Kosam image- inserip- 
«f'f^p[ 1 | QaV ji 1 ) liai i] j of the Gupta year 139 = 4-58 
use ol eastern forms and the findspot 
%\efifird. is close to Pali. In this inscription, we find 
,, r all the test letters, sa, sa, ha and la. have assumed 
Western forms. The evidence of the Pali grant of Laks- 
mana is further borne out by the alphabet used in the 
Amauna grant of Nandana, of the Gupta year 232 1 =551 
A.P This inscription was discovered in the Gaya 
District of Bihar and Orissa and cannot be referred to any 
other class of inscription but the North-Eastern. In tins 
inscription we find that an, sa, ha aud la are of the western 
variety. Consequently we are now in a position to 
reconsider the statement made by Dr. Hoernle twenty-one 
years ago: u This displacement musi have been in 
progress during the earlier part of the 6th century A.D., 
and mast have been completed about 580 A.D., for in 
588 A.D., we already find inscriptions in Bodh-Gaya 
(Inscription of Mahataman, Fleet, p. 274) which show 
an exclusive North-Western chaiaetev.’'’ 2 We are now 
in a position to state definitely that the movement 
towards the adoption of Western variety forms in 
North-Eastern inscriptions was already in evidence in 
the 4th decade of the -5th century A D. So early as the 
days of the Gupta emperor Skandagupta, the change had 
already affected the epigraph ic alphabet of the time. 
The displacement, was completed before the eighth 
decade of the 5th century and all traces of Eastern 
variety forms or characters had disappeared from the 
plains of Northern India, before the beginning of the 6th 
century A.D, 


1 Ibid, Vot X, p. 49 
! JA.8B, 1891 pt. I, p. 83. 
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We should now proceed to the PaJ&ographical ex- 
amination of a class of records, about which there is much 
difference of opinion. I refer to the four copper- plate 
inscriptions, which have been discovered at various times 
during the last three decades. The first three was published 
by Mr. T. E. P&rgiter in 1910 1 and the last one was 
published bi r myself 2 as well as by Mr, Pargiter 2 in 19(1. 
In size, script, and composition the four records indicate 
that they belonged to the same variety. These four grants 
differ from all other copper-plate inscriptions discovered in 
India on the following points ; — 

(i) they are not grants of lands, made by any para- 
mount sovereign, nor by any feudatory chief, with the 
sanction of his suzerain, 

(u) they purport to he deeds of transfer of property, 
made by certain local officials, to a private person, as well 
as deeds of grants, made by those private persons to certain 
BrEhroan&s ; 

{Hi) they mention a number of officials by tlieir 
proper names, and not merely by designations, as usual. 

The facts, quoted above, would alone go to prove that 
the records were spurious. But, in addition to them, we 
have the palaographieal evidence, which shows that the 
alphabets of two different periods and in the case of the 
last one, of three different periods, have been used in the 
composition of these inscriptions. In these records we 
find that, (1) m } la and ha have two founs and often three; 
and are used in conjunction with forms of the sixth or 
even of the seventh or ninth centuries A. I). In the first 
grant: the grant of Dharmaditya of the year 8, we find 


J Ind. Ant, Vo2 XXXIX, p. 193. 
- J A. S. B., Vol. VI. p 435. 

3 Ibid, Vol VII, p. 478. 
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that two different forms have been used, in the ease of 
three test letters sn, la and ha. 

I. Set .— 

(0 mriety. 

I. Jidhinhsn (L. 1), 2. vipiijopati (L. 8), 8, tits&yct- 
■tuaJiaitatii (L. 4), 4. G'/iosaeundra (L. 5), 5. k&ettia 

(L, 7), 6. vimtje (L. 8;, 7. risaye (L. 10;, 8-9. 

ksetUani and foettni (L. 11), 10. Jrsti (L. 12), 11. 
fia4-d/ia S „h (L. IS), 12. abJulas* (L. 14), 13. salwhga, 
(L. 19), 14. nmlotmu (L. 21). 

( n ) Astern tauefy. Strictly speaking, the forms 
of the letter, used iu the following words, are much later 
in date than the North-IYestem Gupta alphabet. In all 
cases, the letter is found in the ligature Icsa and we find 
that peculiar curvature before It a denoting the presence of 
the sa, which we see for the first time m the inscriptions 
of Adityassna and those of the Grahadavala princes of 
Kanauji, m the ! ]th and (2th centuries A D. There are 
five instances of this later form in the first grant — 

I. kseftm (L. 16), 2. anugm/takamlzi aa (L. 18), 
3. Itsepa (L 21), 4 tlulsipena (L. 28), 5. k§e<ni. 
(L. 25). 

II. Lo 

(y) Eastern variety, 

I. land ha [E 2), 2. kalnmkhn (L. 5-6), 3. durllabha 
(fi. 6), 4. fMah (L. 13), 5. savikalpabh ih (L. 14), 

8. Sllakundas =ca (L. 311.). 

(it) fVustern Variety. 

1. heie and 2. > a raku mandate fL. 3), 3. uhtka 

(L. 5), 4 kundaUpia and 5. hihtsrami (L. 6) 6. 

BuMta-’s lailmu P.dajogtaphy, pi. IV, XYIII, 45 & p). Y, XII, 
A.A, 44 *. ' 5 
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mTdycuih (L. 8), 7. gjudnpiUn (L, 9), 8. knlya and 
k hum, dal a (L. 11), 10. hi hind, (L. 12), 11. abhilasa 
(L, 14), 12. nalena (L. 16), 18. dhrimlTityam (L. 16), 
14. knhjii (L. 16), 15. kala (!■. 18), 16. ml-aiiga 
(L. 19), 17. ypanlikhta (L 20), 18. auvprdtuta (L.21), 
19. pratipuhnuyum (L, 22), 20. Uiigavi (L. 28). 

HI. Ha:— 

(>) Eastern variety. 

1. vflac-mita (L. 4), 2. icclntmy-ahar,i (L. 7), 

3. brdlmanasyu, 4. grhrtvd (L. 8), 5. avadhftam = 

astl—ha (L. 10), 6. hasten# (L. 15), 7. paratr—anugmJia 
(L. 18), 8. hmaseno (L. 23). 

[it] Western variety, 

1. Miihaiajailluujn and 2. maharaja (L. 2), 3. 
mnhuttaru (L. 4), 4. Uuhirhathi (L. 8), 5. mata- 
joitror~anu<jra]ia (L. i9), 6. hnrel (L. 26), 7. Inmase-.a 
(L, 25), 8. sa/ta (L. 26). 

Similarly in the second grant from Faridpur we find 
that — 

I. In all cases the 11 esteru variety form of ha has 
been used. 

II. The Eastern variety form of la lias been used in 
one ease only e.g. in mawlala (L. 4). In all other we 
find the Western variety forms — 

1. luviha (L. 3), 2. Me (L. 4), 3. gopdla (L.5), 

4. khandalakaih (E, 9), 5. 1 unit'll y a (L. 11), 6. 

htlya (L. 14), 7. akhila (L. 15), 8. satpdlam fL. 17), 
9. khumlalaha (L. 17), 10. pastapdhi (E. 18), 11. 

dlMrmmahlla and 12. nalena (L. 19), IS, Ungani 

(L. 20), 14. Hokum (L. 24), 
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The form in the last example is very late, It is the 
9th century form, found for the first time in the Digbwa- 
Dubhanli grant of Mahendrapala 1 . 

III. In the ease of the lingual set we find eastern 
variety forms in : 

I. Nahusa (L. 1), 2. Amhansa. (L. 2), 3, visaya 
(L. 5), 4>. fyenrit (L, 7), 5. Somaghosa and 0. viptyanam 
(L. 8) 7. sa?t/ia (L. 16) 8. cri^rt (L. 21), 9. § asiim 
and 10. Varsa (L. 24), 11. sra-vistJtayam (L. 27) 
and western variety ones in . 

1. ksettra (L. 9), 2. kjet ram (L 14), 3 akscpta 
(L. 25); another indistinct form is to he found m hast- 
astaha. The late seventh or eleventh century form of 
}$a is found iu isettra in L. 17. 

The third plate is in a very bad state of preserva- 
tion and the face mile published with Mr. Pargiter’s 
article is very indistinct , the reverse or the second side 
of the plate only, is capable of being analysed for palaeo- 
graphical purposes. In it, we find, that in all recognisable 
cases, the lingual m is of the Eastern variety of the early 
Gupta alphabet. Both forms of ha have been used. Only 
one instance of the Western variety is legible ; — mafia In 
L. 3. In all other instances where the record is legible 
we find the use of the Eastern variety : — (1) ma ft at far ah 
(L. 8-9), (2) hastJ&fakd, (L. 10), (8) ayraharu (L. 22), 

(4) harAit (L. 24), (6) sahu (L. 25). 

So also in the case of la we find that the Eastern variety 
form has been rarely used while the Western variety form 
is common : — 

I. Eastern variety : — (i) Fatsapala (L. 5), (ii) 

IvWjTuii (L. 21). 


1 laid. Ant., Yol. XV, p, 112. 
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II. Western variety (f) nmlynifi (L. 14-), («) 

kulaiaran (L. 18), {iii) pruhdpya (L, 18}, (tv) dhnrmrtsih 
(L. 19), (r) nahm (L. 19), (?v) Vatso/mla (L, 19), 
(vii) Lid i/a (L. 20), (ini) Dhrnvilata (L. 22), (i.r) 

Silakunda (L. 23), 

It should be noted m this connection that in the 

majority of cases we find the bipartite form of ya. 

In the fourth grant we find, that in ail cases the bipartite 
form of ya, the Western variety form of the lingual so. and 
la have been used. With the exception of three instances, 
ha also has the Western variety form. These three ins- 
tances are: — (1) nmhman-opaya (L. 11), (2) vrahmarm 
(L. 14), (3) salmram (L. 20-21). In addition to these, 
we find later forms, in the word parkkatti (L. 1 8) and 
sramiiah (L. 17). in case of ha and na respectively. In 
-conclusion, we may freely say, that all four copper plates 
are forged. It may he asserted that, the plates belong to 
the transitional period, when Eastern variety forms were 
gradually being displaced by Western ones. But, the use 
of mediaeval forms, precludes such a possibility : — (1) I 
have already commented on the form of the ligature h§a 
in the first plate. (2) Another, much later form, is that of 
sa, in the date of the first plate, which occurs for the first 
time in the Aphsad inscription of Adifyasena and Dighwa- 
Dubhauli grant of MaheadrapSla, the Pratih5ra., of ”V. If. 
955=898 A.P. The form of hi in parHath and na in 
svatninah, in the fourth grant had already been commented 
upon. Consequently we find that the four copper-plate 
inscriptions, being forgeries, are of no use in a palaeo- 
graphieal discussion. 



CHAPTER Ilf 

Tiia Eastern Alphabet— 550-1100 A.D. 

TTe now come to the class of alphabets, to which 
Pr. Bdhler has given the name, Suldhcmuivka. Fiona this 
point, Dr. BuhleFs work ceases to be exhaustive and does not 
deal with Eastern vancty forms of the Northern alphabet, 
separately. Such a treatment, of North-Indian palaeo- 
graphy was, perhaps, impossible sixteen years ago, and 
consequently, the author of the Indian Pahfugtaphy was 
obliged to deal with the Noithern Indian alphabet of the 
6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 50th centuries A.D., as a single 
whole. The differentiation was made only in the case of 
!%vada alphabet, which was already a separate unit in the 
8th century A.D. and in a much later period, in the case 
of proto-Bengali, In these pa.*es Di. Biilder’s arrange- 
ment has not been followed, on account of the following 
reasons : — 

I. The discovery of a number of dated records, has 
made it impossible to accept, the alphabet used iu the 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of Mahnn&man, as repiesen ting type 
specimens of the North-Eastern alphabet of the 6th and 
7th centuries A.D. These new inscriptions are . — 

(;) the ArnauuS grant of Naudana 1 , G. E. &3S1=551 
A.D. 

(tr) the Patia keilS grant of Maharaja Sivamja 2 , G. E. 
283 = 602 A.D. 

(m) the Gaiijam grant of the time of Mali a rajsdh i raja 
SaSahka 3 , G. E. ‘300 = 019 A.D. 


1 Epi. Ind , Yol. X, p. 49. 

* Vol. IX. p 2S5. 

3 Ibid, Vol. VI p. 142 
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(tr) The Mnntlesvar! inscription of the MahSsSmanta 
MahapratibSra Maharaja Hdayasena 1 , 13, E. 30 = 636 
A. D. 

II. The final settlement of the chronology of the 
Gurjjara-PratihSra dynasty of Northern and Central 
India, by the researches of Mr. D. B. Bhandarkar and the 
late Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, has placed the introduction of 
the Nagar? alphabet into Northern India one hundred and 
thirt-y seven years latei. On this point Dr. Biihler said 
"In Northern and Central India, the Nftgari appears first 
on the copper-plate of the Maharaja Vinayalcapala of 
Mahodaya probably of A. D. 794/ ,s The real date of 
Vinayakapa]a J s grant is Y. E. 988 = 931 A. D. instead of 
H. E. 188=794 A. D." 

III. The discovery of a number of inscriptions in 
North-Eastern India, specially of the Pala kings of Bengal, 
makes it possible to distinguish two different varieties of 
the North-Eastern alphabet, as early as they 8th century 
A. D., and shows that Nagaii has had very little influence 
on the development of the Bengali alphabet. 

Sixteen years ago, the Bodli-GayE inscription of 
Ma lanatnan was the only known dated inscription of the 
6th century A. B., in North-Eastern India- In it, Dr. 
Hoernle and Dr. Biihler, found, for the first time, that 
the Eastern variety of the early Gupta alphabet lias been 
entirely displaced by the Western one. But, we have 
already seen, that fresh discoveries place this displacement 
more thau a century earlier. The next point to be consi- 
dered is the tripartite form of ya and the downward limit 
of its use. In 1891 Dr. Hoernle fixed 600 A. D. as the 

1 liul, Vol. IS, p. 289. 

‘ BvHer’s Indian Ps.l.'eagra.pliy, Eng, Ed,, p. 51 
Epi Jnd., Vol. VIII, App. 1, pp. 1 & 4, 
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lowest limit for the vise of thw form of pa in. Northern 
India : — 

“Any inscription in the North-Western Indian alphabet, 
which shows the more or less exclusive use of the old form 
of pa, must date from before COO A. 0., while any inscrip- 
tion showing an exclusive use of the cursive form of pa 
must date after 000 A. D.” 1 

The force of Dr. Hoernle’s argument has been weakened 
by the discovery of the Ndavpur inscription of the Gubila 
Aparajita 2 3 , of \ . E 710 = 9 A.D. “The discovery of an 

inscription of the 7th century", observes Dr. Biihler, 
“with mostly tripartite j/«, B. I. 4, 29, makes a modifica- 
tion of Hoernle's argument necessary hut does not 
invalidate his final result”. 1 Tt will be observed that 
no limit has been fixed for the use of the tripartite 
form of pa in a North-Eastern inscription. In the 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of AlahanSman, we find that, the 
bipartite form had, entirely, displaced the tripartite one. 
Consequently, it has been supposed that the bipartite form 
has displaced the tripartite form, id the North-Eastern in- 
scriptions, almost about the same time as in North-western 
records. Subsequent discoveries now enable us to prove 
beyond doubt that m North-eastern India, the use of the 
tripartite form of pa, lasted about half a century longer 
than the limit of North-western India. Bor example we 
have the form used in the A maun a grant of Nandana. 
The date of this inscription is not far removed, from that 
of the Bodh-Gaya inscription, and it was found in a place 
not very far off from Bodh-Gay£, yet we find that in all 
eases the tripartite form of pa has been used. So again, 
m the case of Patiakella giant of ivaraja, we find that 

1 USB, 1891, pr i, P , 9o. 

i Epi. Ind., Vol IV, p 29. 

3 ISuhlei’s Indian Paleography, p 4S note 3. " 
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{.he tripartite form is being used in all eases, in the Gupta 
year 28li = 602 A.D So also in the ease ot the Muudesvarl 
mseuption, we find that the tripartite Jorm alone is used in 
6Bt> A. D. Consequently, we have to admit that the use 
o£ the bipartite form of tja, in the Bodh-Gayn inscription 
of Miahnuaman, m the Gupta year 209 = 588 A.D., is prema- 
ture. There are other reasons which lead ns to believe 
that, though this record was found in North-Eastern India, 
the alphabet of the locality was not used in incising it, 
which on the other hand was done by a man from "W estern 
India. We have a similar case m the Bhitari pillar- 
inseriptiou of Skandagupta, which, though found in 
Eastern India, shows the use of the Western variety of 
the North-Indian alphabet ; and the Sanei inscription 
of the time of Candragupta II which, though found m 
Western India shows tlie use of the Eastern variety of 
the alphabet. The alphabet used in the Bodh-Gaya 
inscription of Mahanaman eaunot be taken to represent* 
the ordinary Eastern \arietyof the Epigraphic alphabet 
of North- India in the <>th century A.D. for the following 
reasons : — 

(1) the Amauna giant of Nandana and the Patiakella 
grant of Sxvaraja show the exclusive use of the tripartite 
form of t/d ; consequently, we have to admit that in the 
Eastern variety of the Northern alphabet the tripartite 
form of va was in use in the 0th century A.D. ; 

(2) the prevalence of acute angles at the lower ex- 
tremities of letters is exceptional, and, not of common 
occurrence, m these ree mis. 

The ordinary bth eeutur; epigraphic alphabet of North- 
Eastern India is then to be found m the following 
inscriptions : — 

(1) the Amauna grant of Nandana, 

(2) the BatiHkella grant of Si vara ja, 
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(3) the BarauM' cav e-in sen ption of Anauta-varinao, 1 


(4) the NagarjunT cave-inscription 

ot 

Auanta- 

vannan,-' anil 



(5) the Nagaryun cave -inscription 

of 

Ananta- 

varmau. 5 



The principal characteristics ot the 

alphabet, which 

remained current in Norik-eastern India, 

from 

550-650 


A.D. are noted below • 

(l) The use of the tripartite form of // u . The only ex- 
ception is the Gahjain grant of the time of riusahka, Tlie 
difference cannot be accounted for at present, so long at, 
the riddle of Sasauka-Narendra remains unsolved. 
Why "asaiika, probably ?n roamed Natendra, whose 
coinage is allied to that oi the earl}- or the Imperial Guptas, 
went to KaHuga and how he came to be acknowledged as 
a suzerain, by the Sui/orW/nm princes of the Kcnlgoda- 
is still a mystery to us. The introduction of 
the North-Eastern alphabet, iuto the Northern Sircars, was 
also probably due to this prince. We find the ordinary 
6th century alphabet of Kalinga, in the BugudZi giant 
of Madhavavavman 1 * 3 and the Parikud plates of 
Madhyatnaraja . 0 

(3) The general pie valence of right angles at the lower 
extremities of certain letters e.<j. <jhi 3 jui, pita, f>,t and ««. 

(3) The absence of later developments such as tails or 
verticals on the right ut these signs. 


1 Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions, p 2-1, pi XXX B 

3 Ibid, p, 224, pi. XXXI, A 
’ Ibid, p 22", pi. XXXI B 
1 Epi Ind , Tol. VI, \> 142 

3 Ihil, Vol III, p 4‘ian(l Vul VII, p. 10U 
Vtmg1ya*Satiicya.-Panian-Pj.tiiJva; ) t ° XVI, p It7 , Epi lud , Vol 
XI, pp. 2S1-S7. 
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In other words. the North-eastern epigraphie alphabet 
of the Gth century A.D., presents the ordinary character- 
istics of the North-western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. 

Early in the latter-half of the 7th century A.D., we 
find a marked change m the North-Eastern alphabet. The 
Shabpur image-inscription of the Harsa year 66 = 671 A.D. 
and the undated Aphsad inscription, both of the time of 
Adftyasena of Mngadha, exhibit this change for the first 
time. From this time onward, the eastern variety of the 
northern alphabet, develops by itself and the western 
variety never succeeds m displacing it again. For a short 
time only, during the domination of the Gurjjara-Pratlbara 
princes, a western variety, called NSgari, makes its in- 
fluence felt and divides the eastern variety into two 
different branches. Out of these sub-divisions, the 
western one is gradually absorbed in Nagaii, while the 
eastern one develops separately and becomes the Bengali 
script, of the 1 1th and 12th centuries AD At this 
period, it is necessary to take a more complete survey of 
the Eastern alphabet, than that done in the case of the 
Eastern variety of previous centuries. In the latter 
half of the 7th century A. D., we find the following 
characteristics of the eastern variety of the northern 
alphabet. — 

1. Vowels. 

[1) The, upper part of the left limb of a has become 
a slightly elongated nail-head or wedge, while the 
lower part is converted into a regular curve, with a 
knob at its top, looking more like a comma. The right 
limb together with the line joining both the limbs, can 
be drawn at one stroke of the pen and the letter resem- 
bles the Bengali one, in its present form. Cf. a in 
ajanayt.ul (in L. 6) 
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(3) In the case of a, we find the differentium in a second 
carve, also shaped like a comma, which is attached 
to the lower extremity of the light limb. Of. the form 
m as id (in L. I). 

(3) In the ease of the short i, we find the lower 
circle or dot of Gupta alphabet of the Western variety, 
which in Maukhari inscriptions becomes a short vertical 
curved lice, developed at this period into a long curve, 
which, in two different eases, is shown to be of different 
lengths. 

(4) In the ease of u, we find the horizontal line 
at the lower extremity transformed into a curve and 
elongated. This form continues without alteration till the 
end of the 10th century A. D., when the fiist change in 
its form is found in the Bhagalpur grant of Narayanapala. 

(a) The rare o, becomes an elongated comma laid flat 
on its back. In the abseuce of the earlier forms of this 
letter of the 4th and 5th centuries A. D. comments are 
impossible. The only known forms are those found in 
the inscriptions of the Maharajas of UcJiakaJpa, and 
those of Yasodharman, which belong to the Southern 
variety of the Gupta alphabet, 

II. Consonants. 

(1) Tor the first time in Eastern India., the first conso- 
nant, ka always has a loop on its left. The looped form, 
it should be noticed here, has also been found in fihe Ganjam 
plates of the time of S asanka raja along with the bipar- 
tite form of ya. It continued in this form until the 
loop becomes a semi-circle, in the 11th century A.D. 

(2) Iu Ma, the triangle at the base of the letter, 
which is observable for the last time, in the cave- inscrip- 
tions of the Man khans, becomes transformed into a straight 
line and a curve. The sides of the triangle become a 
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sem e rele w! le t e le s He becomes elo,. gated 
and to dies both p hemd-ie- of the are. This arc and 
its base lure becomes the light limb, of this letter in the 
7fh century A. D. The left limb is formed by an increase 
in the length of the upper hook or curve, which was an 
open square in Maakharl inscriptions. There is a wedge, 
instead of a dot or a short straight line at the lower extre- 
mity of the left limb. 

(8} In the case of go, we find the open square 
form of the. western variety, with its long right limb, again 
transformed into a. curve, with a wedge at the lower 
extremity of its left limb. 

(f) In (tl>a } the curvature of the base hue, was already 
observable m the Eastern variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. In the sixth century, we see that in the 
inscription of Yagodharman, the base line has become a 
curve on the left side and a slanting hue to the right, 
forming an acute angle with the right vertical. In the 
Aphsarj inscription, we find that, this letter has become 
something like the tripartite va of the KusSna and Gupta 
periods, the only differentia, being the wedges on the 
top of its three limbs and the presence oi an acute angle 
iustead of a right angle, at its right lower extremity. 

(5) lu na we find, the lower right angle is becoming-, 
m some eases, an acute angle and the vertical straight 
line is transformed into a curve. 1 

(81 In rca, the two curves, of the Gupta period, are 
transformed into a triangle, with a wedge on its apex and 
a slight elongation of the base line or lower line towards 
the left. 

(7) There is little or no change in the case of cJta and 
the ligature da shows that, the older form of m is still 
being used in certain cases. 


1 B.itler’s Indian Falaeofaupliv pi. IV, Col. SIX. II 
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(8) In jet the curvature of the lower horizontal 
line was already perceptible in the Eastern r ariot\ form 
of the eaily Gupia alphabet The vertical was also percep- 
tibly curved. Here we find the central horizontal 
line also curved to the same extent as the base or lower 
line. A wedge has been added to the right extremity of 
the upper horizontal line. 

(9) There is only one instance of the occurrence 
of 'jhn and it has exactly the same shape which met has 
in the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samndragupta. 

(10) In the case of nu, it occurs in two ligatures, 
conjointly, with cet and ja ; the form ftcu, does not differ 
much from that found m the Allahabad pillar-inscription 
of S annul ragupta,, but m the ligature jnj/a its form is 
still more cursive. 

(11' In the case of to, we find the Eastern variety 
differing very much from that of the Western. The 
ttt in the Aphsad inscription is merely an open curve, with 
a wedge placed horizontally at the upper end of the curve; 
but in the Western variety, as in the ease of the LakMu- 
mtmdetla Pra&aah, it is a semi-circle with a, serif, which is 
attached to the curve by means of a wedge. 

(13) In the ease of tlo we find the ancient Maurya 
iorm still being used in Northern India without any 
change. 

(13) In the case of da, we see that the letter consists 
of two small curves. In the last line of Aphsac] inscrip- 
tion, in the word Gaudenu, we find a moie archaic form, 
lesembliug the one used iu the Allahabad pillar -inscription 
of Samndragupta ; the only difference being a slight 
shortening of the length. It may be mentioned in this 
connection that the word Gtmda is found for the first time 
m Indian epigraphy, in the Aphsad inscription, where it is 


48 ORIGIN OF THE BElvGA SCRIPT 

stated that the Pramsfi was composed by Snfrgma-sina, a 
native of the Gintda country. 1 

(14) In the case of dka, we find the angle ehanged 
into a curve. Cf. the form in the inscriptions of 
Yasodharman. 2 

(15) In the case of a na , we see that the baseline 
has become slanting, thus forming an acute angle at the 
right lower extremity, and the left hook has become 
lengthened. In the case of the ligature nda , the lingual na 
has acquired a distinctly modern form, consisting simply 
of two curves. 

(16) The lower right limb of fa, which was already 
elongated in the Gupta period, becomes slightly curved 
and we find a wedge at the top of this letter. 

(17) In the cese of tha. occurs only once and its form, 
there is very indistinct c.g. nmatlnto (Jh. 7), bat here 
we fmd the upper part of the letter distinctly broadened. 
In ligatures on the other hand, we find the older 
form still prevailing e.g in sfha in himbhaztliall (L.l). 

(IS) In d ha. the small arc has changed into a semi- 
circle. 

(19) In the ease of m, we find that the looped form 
of the Early Gupta period has changed into one 
somewhat lesembling the modern Kagan one The loop 
has become : — 

{a) separated from the main body of the letter, 

(6) smaller in size, 

and (e) joined to the main body by a short horizontal 
stroke. 


1 An earlier mention is to be found in tha Haraha. Inscription ot 
IsSmwarman of [V. B.] 611, which has since been discovered. 

5 Buhler’s Indian Palaeography, pi IV, X, 20. 
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(20) A still more cursive form is apparent in ya and 
the acute angle has become more pronounced. The light 
lunh shows further downward elongation. 

(31) la the Apbsad column of Dr. Buhler’s plates, 
pha has been omitted but it occurs among the ligatures e.g. 
Col. XIX, do. It o ecu is many times and we have it 
thrice in the 25th line of the Aphsatj inscription: — Sphaiika, 
spkam and spji in at, 

(22) Prom this time onward we shall have to discard 
ba from the alphabet, as iu Northern inscriptions, ra took 
the place of ba and its occurrence is occasional. 

(23) In the Western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet, the left hook of bka ha? changed into a solid 
wedge, and this wedge has developed into a hollow one, 
at the same time, separating the right limb of the letter 
from the upper part. So for all practical purposes, the 
distinction between ha and bka had ceased. 

(34) In via the acute angle, observable m the western 
variety alphabet of the early Gupta period, develops still 
more strongly and causes a down waul elongation of the 
right hmb. 

(25) We find two varieties of ya iu the Aphsad 
inscription. In the first place, we have the bipartite 
form, with a clear acute angle at its lower extremity and 
in the second place, a later form, iu which the acute angle 
is less prominent, but the downward elongated of the 
right limb has already assumed a settled from. 

(£6) In ra, we find for the first time, a pointed wedge 
oi arrow-head, at the lower extremity, which is found 
earlier in inscriptions of the western variety a. g. the 
lalskhama mini a kPrasasti 1 and the .Bodh-Gaya inscription 


1 Bp. lud , YoL I, p. 12 . 
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of Mahanaman. It is still more developed in the 
ApKsa/l inscriptions where it resembles a rl/t. of short 
stature. 

(2T) We find two forms of fa also. la the first 
ease, the curve or book in the left limb of the letter has 
been lengthened downwards with a very slight outward 
curve at its lowest extremity. In the second case, we find 
the hook on the curve of the left hmb, instead of being 
prolonged downwards, has acquired an inward length, very 
much resembling the modern IN again and Bengali forms of 
the letter. 

(28) The triangular nt of the early Gupta period 
suffers the same transformation as the triangle at the 
base of kit a Two sides of' the triangle are converted 
into a curve, while the third side is lengthened. A 
wedge is invariably to be found on the top of the 
letter. 

(29) In sa, the upper part of the letter was a curve 

in the early Gupta alphabet, whether Eastern or Western. 
In the later western variety it changed to a 

rectangle. But in the Aphsari inscription, we find, for 
the first time, the upper part consists of a loop, 
while the right lower Hmb has been elongated upwards. 

(30) We find three distinct forms of 6a . — 

(at) The looped form which occurs in the Aphsad 
inscription alone (ef, Buhler's tables, pi. IV, XIX, 38). 

(i) The form in which the loop is changed into a 
hollow wedge (ef. Buhler’s tables, pi. IV, XVIII, 38). 

(<;) la the third variety which is found exclusively in 
the Shahpnr image-inscription of Adityasena, the apex of 
the wedge has separated aud ceased to be a wedge. 
This form is found in the 6th and 9th century inscriptions 
of north-eastern India. 
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49 


(31) We find one form of ha. and the only changes 
noticeable are the elongation of the curve or hook in the 
no'll t limb of the letter, and the introduction of the wedge 
at the top and the slanting of the hitherto horizontal 
base line. 

The next inscription of the Eastern variety is the 
Deo-Baranark inscription of Jivitagapta II, the great- 
grandson of Adityasena. Most probably, this record was 
incised in the earlier part of the 8th century A. D. The 
following inscriptions of Eastern India may be taken as 
type-specimens for the 8th century A. D. : — 

1, The Deo-Baranark pillar-inscription of Jivita- 
gupta II. We have a certain date for Adityasena in the 
Shahpur image-inscription. Three full generations elapsed 
between him and Jlvitagirpta II. If these generations 
be taken to be short and to have covered fifteen years on 
the average, we arrive at the 8th century A. P. as the 
date of Jivitagupta II. Consequently it may be affiimed 
that the Deo-Baranark pillar was incised either in the first 
oi the second decade of the 8th century A. D. 

Z. The Khalimpur grant of Dharmmapala, the 
year 33 1 . 

3. The Bodh-Gaya image-inscription of the time of 
Dharmapala, the year 2ti 3 . 

It is now quite certain that the reigD of Dharmmapala 
fell in the 8th ceuturv A. D., because be was a contem- 
porary of — 

(i) the kmg Indraraja or Indiayudhaof Kanauj who 
is stated in the HttriraihaapiuJirui to have been living in 
the i^aka year 703 = 783 A. D., 3 

1 J. A. s. B . 1894, pt. I, p 0.3, pi. III. 

1 Ibid, (N.S ) Yol. 1Y, p 102, pi. TI. , Annual Rep Arch. Survey 
1908-9, pp 148-50. 

3 Peterson’s 4th Rep. on the Search for Skt. Mbs in the Bombay 
Presr., pp. XL1 and 176 : Ind. Ant , Yol. XV, p 141. 
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(ii) a king 1 named Cakrayudha, whom lie offered 
the throne of Kanauj, and who was defeated by the 
Gurjjara- Pratihara king Nngabhafca II, 

(iii) the Gurjjara-Pratlhara chief Nagabhata. II, for 
whom we have a certain date in the Buchkala inscription 1 
of V. S. 872 = Slo A. D., 

(iv) the Rastrakuta. king Govinda III 2 3 whose certain 
dates range from 7sf4 — 813 A. DA 

The Deo- Baranark inscription of Jivitagnpta II is in a 
bad state of preservation and the facsimile given in 
Dr, Fleet’s work has not been well reproduced. We 
find here the forms of initial vowels have not changed. 
Ka, ga, ca,ja, ta, tha, da, da, Aha, na, bha, ma. jja, and 
ha also have not changed. We find changes in the 
eases of — 

(1) na, in which we find the right hook or curve 
further lengthened downwards, 

(2) in the case of ta also we find a similar increase 
in the downward length with a very slight, almost imper- 
ceptible, curve at its lower extremity, 

(3) in. tka, we find the top of the latter broadened, 
most probably due to “ the elongation of the ends of the 
wedges and of the use of long straight strokes ” 4 , 
ef. yatlta in (L. 14), 

(4) we find two forms of ha . : (a) the older form, in 

which the acute angle is still prevalent ; and (b) in which 
the acute angle, though present, is less remarkable and has 
given place to a downward elongation of the right vertical 
line e.g. in the ligature spa 


1 Bpi. Ind., Yol IX, p 193. 

= J B B. R A. S , Yol. XXII. No. LXI, p I2S. 

3 Epi. Ind , Yol YII1, App. II, p 3. 

4 Bahler’s Indian Palaeography, Eng. Ed,, p, 53. 
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(5) in the ease of la , we find the acute angle having, 
in certain cases, become too small and the right vertical 
straight line produced downwards, e.g. in kuiuala (L. 4), 
but m other cases, it retains the form of the Aphsad 
inscription, e.g valavl (L. 6.), 

(6) we find two foims of ha also . — { a ) the earlier, 
with a curved, top as in jjaramamdhesi ara (L. S), and ( b ) 
the later foim, which we find for the first time, and which 
lesembles the 9th century form of the Dighwa-Dubhauh 
grant, 1 

(7) in sn the lower part of the left limb is cursive 
and projects beyond the vertical level of the left side of 
the letter, 

(8) the third variety of the dental sa of the Aphsad 
inscription is used in all cases. 

The Bodh-Gaya and Klialimpur inscriptions of the 
26th and 82nd year of the reign of Bharmapilla, most 
probably, were incised in the Otli and last decade of the 
8th century A D. 

In the Bodh-Gaya inseript'on of Dharmapaia we 
find : — ■ 

1 three forms of sa : 

(«) the ancient form wdth the round top as in 
Silabhdah L. 1, Kesara L. 2 and sad-enesati L. 7, 

{h) the later form without the cross-bar as in Mahadevas - 
catui mukfta and hiestha (L. 2), 

(c) the tiansitional with the lingering cross-bar, as in 
hey use (L. 4) ; 

2 the cross-bar of the lingual set going to intersect the 
acute angle at the bottom, instead of joining the right 
■vertical line ; 


( 



1 Buhlei-’s Indian Palaeography, Bug Ed„ pi. IY. XXI. 36. 
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3 in jit the upper horizontal bar disappearing entirely 
and being substituted by a wedge. The middle horizontal 
bar is a curve and longer in size in one ease {imhtbhuji 
L, 7} and shorter in another (vjjvalasya L. 1) ; 

4 two forms of ».i . 

(a) the older looped form occurring in all cases except 
two, 

(7;) the transitional form, between the Gupta shape 
and the N3gaiT or Bengali form, which we find in ahnnt 
(L. y) and most probably also in khTiuita (L. 6) ; 

5 in net, the base line almost disappearing in 

many eases, as in pii^curnl and (L. 5) d i amwanam 

and sa/tasreno (L. 6), the base line finally perceptible in 

puireiift (L. 2) ; 

6 in tut, the acute angle, at the lower extremity, 
more sharply defined. The cbaiacters of the Khalimpur 
grant of Dhanmnapala appear next, and in it we find some 
notable changes. 

L Ton els. 

1. In u, we find a broad top-stroke, for the first time, 
which makes, the resemblance of the letter, to the initial 
Bengali a complete. Cf. ajaui (L, 15). 

%. In a, we find, the length of the vowel is 
denoted, even in the case of the initial, by a full length 
vertical straight line, instead of a carve, attached to the 
lower extremity of the right limb In the case of the 
medial, this form is to be found, in all eases, in the 
Bodh-Gay5 inscription also, for the initial form, cf. 
asld m L. 5. 

3. lu the case of /, we see that the usual form is a 
wedge at the top with two circular dots below. Cf. the 
form in ira (L. 4) and ill (L, 7). 
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